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Beeld: Laurien Riha 
 
 
 
There’s an Elephant at the Bus Stop 
Background information 

There’s an Elephant at the Bus Stop is a new play by Het Filiaal theatermakers. 
It is intended for audiences age 6 and up. 

A young actor/puppeteer, Barend van Daal, who has performed on numerous 
occasions with our company had an ardent wish to delve into the art of playing 
with a mask. Since Het Filiaal theatermakers has its own building, we are able 
to offer promising young performers/creators a small space and budget to 
experiment with ideas for theater for young audiences. 
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Barend was offered carte blanche for two weeks and experimented in one of 
our studios with a prototype of an elephant mask. He drew inspiration from a 
chance encounter with a seemingly ‘confused’ old woman at a train station 
during rush hour. 
The results of Barend’s experiments convinced us that Het Filiaal could create 
an entire performance based on this premise. Because the elephant is a wild 
animal and of course pays no attention to our human systems and rules, it was, 
for composer Gábor Tarján, clear from the outset that the music should consist 
of only improvised electric guitar. Monique Corvers directed the play and 
together with Gábor Tarján created the non-linear, poetic structure of the 
performance. 

The actor in this play has no text. The only text you will hear comes from either 
the Column on the left, the Bus Shelter or the garbage bins. 
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Translation 

TALKING COLUMN: 

Welcome on Platform 2 

Goodbye! 

- 

Attention passengers: all buses with numbers 3, 5 and 8 are out of service 
today. The buses with the numbers 4, 9, 7, 2, 14, 23, 37, 55, 187 and 11 will 
ride as usual but only until 1pm. After 1pm, buses 65, 44, 17, 89, 132 and 6 will 
ride as usual. A valid ID is required. 

- 

You did not board.. 

- 

You, again, did not board. 

Do you need help finding the right bus? 

BUS SHELTER: 

Do you need help finding the right bus? Press 2 

Do you need help finding the right platform? Press 3 

Do you need help or support getting around at this station? Press 4 

To hear the options again, press 5 

Do you need help making a choice? Press 0. 

- 

An unknown error has occurred. 

Please try again later. 

TALKING COLUMN: 

Maximum weight exceeded. No more than 2 people on the bench. 

GARBAGE BIN: 

Wrong garbage bin! 
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SONG What are days for? 

What are days for? 

What is the sky for? 

What are people for? 

What is, what is an elephant for? 

What are clouds for? 

What is a flower for? 

What are stars for? 

What is, what is an elephant for? 

Stay standing, though the world rages around you 

The air never tires 

Stay calm, though everything, everyone keeps running 

The moon smiles down on you 

What are days for? 

What is the sky for? 

What are clouds for? 

What is a flower for? 

What are people for? 

What are stars for? 

What is, what is an elephant for? 

Stay standing though the world rages around you 

The air never tires 

Stay calm, though everything, everyone keeps running 

The moon smiles down on you 
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